A sterner war, march 30, 1940
changeable ally. He may be with you in one period and against
you in another, and then if you come through that other, he may
return again more faithful than before. It seems to me, taking a
general view, that an intensification of the struggle is to be expected,
and we are certainly by no means inclined to shrink from it. We
must not boast, or speak in terms of vain conceit and over-
confidence. We have never underrated the terrible nature of what
we undertook when, after striving so long for peace, we set ourselves
to the task of dealing with the Nazi and German menace and of
dealing with it in such a fashion as would clear the path of human
progress and enable all countries, great and small, old and new,
to breathe freely for a long time to come. We do not minimise
our task. But we can now measure it in its enormous magnitude
more exactly than we could before we came into contact with our
adversary on the sea and in the air.
People often ask me, will the war be long or short ? It might
have been a very short war—perhaps indeed there might have been
no war—if all the neutral States who share our convictions upon
fundamental matters, and who openly or secretly sympathise with
us, had stood together at one signal and in one line. We did not
count on this, we did not expect it, and therefore we are not dis-
appointed or dismayed. We trust in God, and in our own arm
uplifted in a cause which we devoutly feel carries with it the larger
hopes and harmonies of mankind. But the fact that many of the
smaller States of Europe are terrorised by Nazi violence and
brutality into supplying Germany with the materials of modern
war—this fact may condemn the whole world to a prolonged ordeal
with grievous unmeasured consequences in many lands. Therefore
I cannot assure you that the war will be short and still less that
it will be easy.
It is, I think, our duty to try so far as our strength lies not
only to win the war, but to curtail as far as possible its devouring
course. Some few weeks ago I spoke about the action of the
neutral States who have the misfortune to be Germany's neighbours.
We have the greatest sympathy for these forlorn countries, and we
understand their dangers and their point of view; but it would
not be right, or in the general interest, that their weakness should
feed the aggressor's strength and fill to overflowing the cup of
humaii woe. There can be no justice if in a mortal struggle
the aggressor tramples down every sentiment of humanity, and if
those who resist him remain entangled in the tatters of violated
legal conventions. Hardly a day passes without fresh outrages of
a barbarous character being inflicted upon the shipping and sailors
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